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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION  
COMMISSION 

Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 
Tuesday, July 5, 2016 

 
Members Present 

               Cheri Vaughan      Ed Hodges 
           Judi Hickson     William Kenner 

 
Members Absent 

Mary Pat Musselman 
Geraldine McKinney 

Mark Everett 
 

Others Present 
John Rodman, Director 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
Jessica Green, Administrative Support 

 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff.   
 
Harrell Robinson came forward and explained a project that the WHDA will be presenting to the City 
Council.  He explained that they would like to put up hanging baskets for floors in the downtown area.  
The Commission discussed the idea.    
 
Judi Hickson made a motion for the Commission to endorse the project.  William Kenner seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
IV. Old Business 
 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. Steven Rader and Ms. Charlotte Mason for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to remove a pine tree located in the back yard of the property on 119/117 
South Harvey Street. 
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The request was continued due to the fact that there was no one there to present the request.   
 

V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Ms. Martha Matthews for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
remove the existing porch railings located on the front porch of the primary elevation on the 
property located at 432 East Main Street. 
 
Ms. Martha Matthews came forward and was sworn in.  She explained her request to the 
Commission and answered questions.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward to speak for or against the motion.  The 
Commission discussed the request amongst themselves. 
 
Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Martha Matthews to remove the existing railings 
on the front porch in the primary elevation of the property located at 432 East Main Street.  This 
motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 3.6 Porches and Entryways and 
3.10 Architectural Details.  Her motion was seconded by William Kenner.  All voted in favor and 
the motion carried. 
 
2.  A request has been made by Ms. Annette Jefferson for a Certificate of Appropriateness to do 
the following with their property located at 323 East Main Street: 
 
 a. Update and repair the existing garden shed. 
 b. Replace the existing wood fence with a new wooden 4’ picket fence. 
 
Annette Jefferson came forward and was sworn in.  She explained her request in detail to the 
Commission and answered their question.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the request.   
 
William Kenner made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Annette Jefferson to update and repair the existing 
garden shed in the tertiary elevation of the property located at 323 East Main Street.  This 
motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 3.12 Outbuildings and 
Accessory Structures.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place the 
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following conditions on the approval:  that she uses standing seam roof or silicon.  Cheri Vaughn 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Annette Jefferson to update and replace the 
wooden privacy fence in the tertiary elevation of the property located at 323 East Main Street.  
This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the 
Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 4.6 Fences and Walls.  
Her motion was seconded by William Kenner and all voted in favor.   
 
3.  A request has been made by Mr. Robin Banks for a Certificate of Appropriateness to remove 
two trees located on the east and west side of the property located at 550 East Main Street. 
 
Mr. Robin Banks came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that he wanted to remove the 
trees because one of the trees is dead and he feels the other tree is in danger of falling and 
damaging adjacent property.  Mr. Banks also answered questions from the Commission. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward to speak for or against the request.  The 
Commission discussed the request further.  The Commission spoke about the uniqueness of the 
tree in front of the property and agreed that the Brown Street tree is definitely a safety issue 
and needs to come down.  Cheri Vaughn stated that it was difficult to find a tree like the one in 
the front and she believes that it may be a rare tree.   
 
Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Robin Banks to remove the dead pine tree on Brown 
Street located at 550 East Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  
the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Section 4.1 Landscaping.  I further move that the Commission deny the request to 
cut down the tree in the front of the property.  William Kenner seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.     
 
4.  A request has been made by Mr. Hank Van Dorp for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install 
a 20’ run of fencing along the driveway on property located at 709 West Main Street. 
 
Mr. Van Dorp came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that the back yard has an existing 
fence that borders three sides of the property.  He explained that there is a 20ft area where 
there is not fence and he would like to extend the existing fence to close this gap.  He stated 
that it would run front he corner of the garage to the corner of the back door landing/deck.  He 
stated that they would like to secure the area so that they can let their dogs out.  Mr. Van Dorp 
stated that he would like to use the same design from the existing fence on the new section and 
it would be on more than 4ft high.  He explained that the fence would be wood and he plans to 
paint it.   



4 
 

 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward. 
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of appropriateness to Mr. Hank Van Dorp to install a 20 foot long run of 
fencing along the driveway located in the tertiary elevation of the property located at 709 West 
Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous 
with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 4.6 Fences and 
Walls.  Her motion was seconded by Cheri Vaughn and all voted in favor. 
 
5.  A request has been made by Mr. Al Crisp for a Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish the 
property located at 412 Water Street. 
 
John Rodman came forward and explained that Mr. Crisp could not make it to the meeting, but 
had informed Mr. Rodman that he would have no issue with the Commission continuing the 
demolition for 365 days if that was their wish.  Mr. Rodman explained that Mr. Crisp came 
before the Commission a couple of years ago and had another house taken down and he also 
owns two lots to the west of this property.  Mr. Rodman stated that Mr. Crisp would like to 
combine the five lots into three and sell two and build a house for himself on one.  Mr. Rodman 
explained that this house is a non-contributing structure.  The Commission discussed the 
condition of the house.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward.   
 
Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. A. L. Crisp to demolish the structure located at 412 
Water Street.  The house is listed as a non-contributing structure.  This motion is based on the 
following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation 
Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 6.0 Demolition and Relocation.  Her motion 
was seconded by William Kenner.    
 
6.  A request has been made by Mr. Swanson Graves for a Certificate of Appropriateness to do 
the following with their property at 727 Short Drive: 
 a. Upgrade windows 

b. Remodel the entrance on the eastern front façade to remove the existing columns 
and pediment.  There will be an addition of a foyer, porch, stairs, sidelights, and 
transom. 
c. Remodel the entrance on the western front façade to extend the roof overhang, 
replace the existing 3 columns with 4 smaller columns, and replace the existing railing 
with a composite railing. 
d. Reconfigure the windows in the small and large dormers to better compliment the 
dormer proportions on the front façade. 
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e. Reconfigure the windows on the sun-porch to distinguish newer construction and to 
better compliment the enclosed porch proportions on the rear elevation. 
f. Enclose a window on the rear, side elevation entirely. 
g. Additional paving at the street. 
 

Mr. Swanson Graves and his architect, Heather Perry, came forward and were sworn in.  Ms. 
Perry stated that the goal is to bring the house somewhat back to its original design.  She went 
through each request and explained the types of materials that they plan to use for each 
redesign. She also answered questions from the Commission.   
 
No one came forward to speak in opposition of the request.   
 
Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Swanson Graves to alter the various components listed 
above on the property located at 727 Short Drive.  This motion is based on the following findings 
of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Chapters 3.4, 3.6, 3.10, and 4.3.  Her motion was seconded by William 
Kenner and all voted in favor. 

 
 
 
 
 
7.  A request has been made by the City of Washington and Moss Landing for a blanket approval 
of eleven building plans to be considered as Minor Works for future construction. 
 
Emily Rebert explained that a couple of months ago Councilman Doug Mercer made the 
suggestion of a blanket approval of a certain amount of plans.  She stated that Moss Landing 
submitted eleven different plans for the Commission to review.  Ms. Rebert then explained that 
all future request would be processed as a minor works should the Commission accept the 
blanket approval.  Carol Nash explained that buyers would choose from the 11 presented plans; 
however they do not want it to be a cookie cutter neighborhood so they will have the option to 
change some details of the plans.  She also stated that they may have more plans in the future 
that they would then bring to the Commission for approval.  Ed Hodges stated that the 
Commission has not had any problems with the homes requested up to this point and this 
blanket approval would prevent them from having to come before the Commission every 
month.  William Kenner stated that he couldn’t see some of the picket details on the porch 
railings of some of the plans.  Carol Nash stated that she could provide contractor drawings that 
show all the details.  Ms. Nash stated that they have presented those drawings for the homes 
that have been approved by the Commission up to this point.  Emily Rebert explained that if a 
plan comes to the department and shows major changes from the plans approved then it would 
come to the Commission as a major work.   
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The Chairman opened the floor. 
 
Don Stroud came forward and spoke in opposition of the blanket approval.  He stated that he 
didn’t feel legislation allows the Commission to delegate the duties of the Commission to staff.  
Mr. Stroud also stated that the guidelines state that all new construction is considered major 
works.  He asked how they can consider moving these request to minor works without the City 
Council changing the ordinance.  Mr. Stroud then explained that he didn’t think the City of 
Washington has any equitable interest in this development, so how can they be a party in the 
motion.  Mr. Stroud then stated that this developer should not be treated any different than the 
rest of the residents in the district.  If any other person has a request for new construction they 
have to go better the Commission as a major works.  He then spoke about how a blanket 
approval could affect the district in the future when future developers come and expect the 
same treatment.  He asked the Commission to table the request and look into alternative ways 
to handle this.   
 
Dee Congleton also spoke in opposite and echoed some of Mr. Stroud’s points.  Jerry Creech 
came forward and also spoke in opposition.  He spoke about the many problems that may arise 
if a blanket approval is given.   
 
 
 
John Rodman stated that the City of Washington has no involvement with the development; the 
blanket approval was simply a suggestion from one of the City Council members.  He explained 
that staff and Moss Landing have not had any problems with the way things have been done in 
the past, they were just trying to speed up the process.  He stated that should the Commission 
decide to deny the request staff would be fine with that.  Carol Nash explained that the 
Commission has already approved seven of the eleven plans presented as individual home 
plans.              
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
continue approval for Mr. Jim Wiley of Beacon Street Development for a blanket approval of 
eleven residential building plans to be processed as minor works in future construction for Moss 
Landing.  William Kenner seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 

 B.  Minor Works 
 

1.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 103 River Chase to install a new HVAC system on the tertiary elevation of the property. 
2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 331 Harvey Street to install a new gas pack in place of the previous one on the 
property.  
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3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 209 East MLK Drive to trim and remove tree limbs that are encroaching on the roof of 
the property.  
4.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 238 East Main Street to install a new gas pack in place of the previous one of the 
property. 
5.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 524 West Main Street to repair and replace roofing materials in kind on the roof of the 
property. 
6.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 609 West Main to trim and remove tree limbs that are encroaching on the roof of the 
property.  
7.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 219/221 Pierce Street to repair and replace rotten siding on the house of the property. 
8.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 207 Pierce Street to repair and replace rotten siding on the house of the property. 9.  A 
request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner 
of 219 East Main Street to repair and replace rotten fascia board on the front porch of the 
property.  
10.   A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 129 North Van Norden Street to repair and replace roofing on the house of the 
property.  
11.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 228 Stewart Parkway to repair and replace roofing on the structure. They will also be 
repairing the deck 
12.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 126 North Market Street to place seating on the north side of the property.  
13.   A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 120 North Charlotte Street to add awnings over the two rear entrances of the 
property.  
 
Judi Hickson made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Cheri Vaughn seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor. 

 
VI. Other Business 

 1.  Demolition by Neglect Ordinance:  Property Status 

Emily Rebert explained to the Commission that she would not be adding any new properties to the list 
for the year of 2016.  Instead she will be focusing on the properties that have been put in the Demolition 
by Neglect category already this year and pick it up again in 2017.  She then updated the Commission on 
some of the individual projects on the homes already on the list.   
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VII. Approval of Minutes – June 7th, 2016 
Cheri Vaughn made a motion to approve the minutes.  William Kenner seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Judi Hickson made a motion to adjourn.  William Kenner seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 


